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Equal Rights Amendment 


HE National Woman’s Party, after years of 
research in order to determine the best means 
of securing for women of the United States equal 
rights with men under law, and having decided — 
the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the Fed- 
eral Constitution, as a result of this extensive study, 


followed with keenest interest the hearing on the 


Amendment before the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

The Woman’s Party is a non-partisan organization 
striving to secure for women equal rights with men 
in whatever way may prove the most practical and 
the most permanent. 

The earliest efforts of the Party following ratifica- 
tion of the Suffrage Amendment were toward eliminat- 
ing—state by state—laws discriminating against 
women. As soon as experience and actual results 
proved that while the states might—one by one— 
equalize in varying degrees, their laws—it was not 
common sense to continue a method so impractical 
and lacking in permanence in results. 

Since women are citizens of the United States, liv- 


— ing under a democracy, it is a matter of grave con- 


cern when the law of the democracy applies one way 
to women and another to men. The Woman’s P 
became convinced that the trouble lay in the fact that 
this principle is not guaranteed in the Constitution, 
where other fundamental — are 

They were not satisfied, however, merely with the 
conviction. of the correctness of this method. Their 
lawyers examined the question from every angle. They 
delved at length into the proposed drafts of the orig- 
inal Constitution, the circumstances surrounding its 
adoption and the debate of the framers prior to and 
at the time of its acceptance. They made an exhaust- 
ive study of the laws of the states and the effect such 
a Constitutional provision would have upon them. 

The task was not superficially done. It was a thor- 
ough job done by those who did not wait for opposi- 
tion to develop, but sought it, and placed it under the 
microscope for the purpose of evaluating it. Woman’s 
Party lawyers searched more diligently for flaws in 
the proposed Amendment than did its opponents. The 
framers of the Constitution could not have worked with 
more patriotic zeal nor could * have exercised more 
care that it should cover only the ground it was de- 
signed to cover—that of guaranteeing to women that 
the law shall not discriminate against them on the 
ground of sex. The amendment would preserve states’ 


rights, permitting the state to legislate for its citizens 


as it sees fit. It would only guarantee that in the laws 
enacted there would be no discrimination based on sex. 
It would permit protective labor legislation for those 
who work, and would in no way interfere with legis- 
lation against 14 of workers. Opponents of 
the amendment have approached the labor problem 
only from the angle of restricting the hours and wages 
of women, rather than fixing the hours and wages for 
the job, which, after all, is the only sound method of 
regulation and has none of the disadvantages of the 
former method. One is protection. The other is re- 
striction with its attendant ills. It is astounding that 
there should be confusion of thought and judgment 
as to the better method. 

There will be an Equal Rights amendment in the 
Constitution of the United States, and it will be placed 
there by statesmen who think things through; the 
George Washingtons, the James Madisons, the Thomas 
Jeffersons of this generation, who will add to the 
Constitution another general principle of justice 
and equality, such as those it now contains. 
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To secure for women complete equality with men under the law and in 
| all human relationshipe_in particular to secure the adoption of 8 
H Rights Amendment to the tion, and the adherence of the 
H States to the Equal Rights Treaty. The Woman’s Party also supports the 
0 proposed Equality Amendments to the Oovenant of the League of Nations. 
i} 
11 
rf 
big 
| THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 
f Treaty men and women have Hqual Rights throughout the 
fi. territory subject to their respective a 
——ꝛ—-— 
1 „The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
16 the right of vote shall not be denied or abridged on the ground of sex.“ 
ne ne ee on sex in their law and practice regard- 
1155 nationality.’’ 
1 „The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
19 men and women shall have equal rights in all other fields : 
hae: The members of the League undertake that there shall be both men and 
1 wemen, with full voting powers, in all delegations to the Council and As- 
1 sembly ,of the League and to all Conferences under the auspices of the 
' 1 Before the League of Nations Committee on Status of Women. 
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Susan B. Anthony Hon ored In Nation’s Capitol 


ONE of the most perse- WITH SUFFRAGE A REALITY THERE ARE NO offerings you have brought 


women of her OppONENTS OF THE ACCEPTED PRINCIPLE ‘day, they 
FOR WHICH SHE LIVED 


day, and at the time of her 
passing, one of the most 
universally revered, Susan 
B. Anthony, pioneer worker for equal rights between 
women and men, was honored throughout the land on 
February 15, occasion being the celebration of 
the anniversary of her birth. , 
even years spen or om o 
women, and “wrapping the draperies of her‘ couch 
about her,” she “lay down to pleasant dreams,” leaving 


the completion of the task to another generation. 


Her little band, to whom the words “numerically insig- 
nificant” held no meaning when coupled with such 
words as justice and equality, literally “changed the 
mind of a nation.” Year by 882 she trudged up the 
steps of the Ca itol of the United States, demanding 
political equality, and today the Constitution guaran- 
tees to women the right of equal suff rage. 
Commemorating the annive of her birth, an 


impressive memorial service was held in the marble 


crypt of the Capitol before the marble statue of Susan 
B. Anthony, Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton, known as the inseparable pioneers for equal rights 
for women with men. 

Senator William Gibbs McAdoo, of California, mak- 
ing the principle address declared it to be appropri- 


ate that almost midway between the celebrations of 


the birthday anniversaries of two of America’s great- 
est men, Washington and Lincoln, “there should be 


commemorated the birthday of Susan B. Anthony, 


whose career and principles make her worthy to stand 
between them as one of the greatest exponents of 
liberty the world has ever known.” Continuing, he 
said: “Equality in political rights has been won, but 
many economic inequalities remain. To overcome them, 
all forward-looking men and women will strive, 
inspired by the noble example of Susan B. Anthony’s 
work. We honor this noble woman whose untiring 
efforts have brought a new dignity to women every- 
where, and political justice to women heretofore 
denied to half our people. Our tribute,” he said, “will 
be the more real, if it is expressed in actions more 
than in words. Let us dedicate ourselves anew to 
carrying on the fight for equality of rights sre d 
men and women under the lofty inspiration whi 


the life of Susan B. Anthony gives us.” Senator 


McAdoo quoted excerpts from President Wilson’s 
famous message to Congress, urging adoption of the 
Suffrage resolution by Congress. 
Representative Herbert S. Bigelow, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, said: “There is none in America so deserving 
to stand beside Thomas Jefferson as Susan B. Anthony. 
These two are the supreme servants of democracy, 
and it is my prayer that out on the Dakota mountain- 
side where the face of Jefferson is soon to emerge 
from the granite, that there may one day be wrought 
in eternal stone, the face of this great woman also, 
she has won her immortality. 
„ he said, “should not remain a matter of 
Sex. Caroline O Day, member of Congress from 
New York, added a heartfelt tribute when she said: 
J only pray that the spirit of Susan B. Anthony, her 
courage, her faith, her spirituality, will be with 
women when we have to make grave decisions. — 
after day, hundreds of men and women come throu 
the Capitol and when they see the wreaths and 


the wo 


will stop and 
ask questions. The women 
representatives in Con- 


Layi 


ng the first wreath at the base of the statue, 
of the noted sculptress, Adelaide Johnso 
was Dr. Frances Dickinson, of Chi „ III., an 
Orange City, Florida, cousin of Susan B. Anthony, 
who came to Washington for the occasion to repre- 
sent the National Woman's Party, of which she is a 
life member. The second was placed nearby by Floria 
Chavez, young daughter of ator Dennis Chavez, 
of New Mexico, Another was placed by Miss Pauletta 
Guffey, sister of Senator Joseph F. Guffey, of Pennsyl- 
vania, who resented the Women’s National Demo- 
cratic Club. Mrs. Frank W. Mondell, wife of former 
Congressman Frank W. Mondell, of Wyoming, the 
first suffr state, laid a wreath on behalf of the 
League of ublican Women. 

An impressive moment was the reading by Dorothy 
Ashby Moncure, of Virginia, of the poem, “The 
Pioneer,” by Edna St. Vincent Millay and read by her 
on the occasion of the unveiling of the statue in 1921. 

Organizations whose representatives laid wreaths, 
as the United States Marine Band played appropriate 
music, were: The American Association of University 
Women; The District of Columbia Federation of 
Women’s Clubs; The National Federation of Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs; The National Asso- 
ciation of Women Lawyers; The American Medical 
Women’s Association of the District of Columbia; The 
Association of American Women Dentists; The Osteo- 
pathic Women’s National Association; The American 
Federation of So imists; The Government Work- 
ers’ Council; The Susan B. Anthony Forum; The Susan 
B. Anthony League-Foundation; League of Women 
Voters; Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom; Zonta Club; Quota Club; Altrusa Club; 
League of American Penwomen; Teachers Alliance o 
District of Columbia; America War Mothers; Ladies 
of the Grand Army of the Republic; Eugenia Wash- 


_ ington Chapter of the D. A. R.; Young Women’s 
Christian 


| Association; National] Association of Colored 
Women; Women’s Christian Temperance Union, Inter- 
American Commission of Women. Many college clubs 
were also represented in the ceremonies, including 
those of Bryn Mawr, Elmira, Goucher, Hollins, Mt. 
Holyoke, Oberlin, Radcliffe, Randolph-Macon, Sophie 
Newcomb, Vassar, and Wellesley. 


This statue in the Capitol crypt is the first monu- 
ment to women, presented by women, in any national 
capitol of the world. It is in honor of the three great 
women pioneers—founders of the woman movement 
the only movement which has reached every country 
of the globe. Woman suffrage was but one demand 
of the three great —— the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment now before Congress would carry out their full 
demand for equality. 


This monument was presented to the Capitol by the 
National Woman's Party, and * by the Speaker 


of the House of Representatives, in the name of the 


women of the nation, many of whom had contributed 


to it as early as 1890. It was unveiled in the rotunda 


of the Capitol on Susan B. Anthony’s birthday, Feb- 
ruary 15, 1921. 


gress are particularly 
grateful for these commemoration services in honor 
of Susan B. Anthony.“ 
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I COME to you today to 
in behalf of 

Equal Rights Amendment. 

This is a critical time in 


the world’s affairs. Our 


hard-won civilization is at 
a crossroads. A fundamen- 
tal cleavage has occurred 
in the ranks of mankind 
between those who believe 
in the right of the human 
individual to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happi- 


Rights Amendment. 


ness and those who believe that the individual is a 


robot whose life, liberty and happiness can be sacri- 
ficed at will to something called the state. 


The preamble to the Constitution states that it ( the 
Constitution) is established to secure “the Blessings 
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.” 

Liberty is not an achievement which has been lightly 
won. It has come to a portion of mankind as the 
result of a long, arduous and uphill fight, notably as 
the result of three revolutions; — English, the 
American and the French. 


ity is something, however, ‘le, can be lightly 
rash of colored shirts which is afflicting 
the world at this time is testimony to that. The World 
War was \fought to to “make the world safe for Democ- 
racy” and, twenty years after the World War, Democ- 
racy is no longer safe. 

In a world thus tortured and torn, our country 
stands out as one of the last strongholds of Democ- 
racy, of human liberty for all. Our America still holds 
for the fundamental premise of the democratic state 
that human beings are the only real and tangible enti- 


ties, that the State exists in the hearts of its citizens, 


that the individual man and woman is the supreme end 
for which the State exists, that the State is merely a 
framework for the individual’s experience, and is 
primarily for his comfort. 

In our America, moreover, the rights and obliga- 
tions of Democracy theoretically are not reserved for 
this group or that, not for the rich or the poor, not 
for pont a or labor, not for one or another special 


at practice, though, the individual, when through 
the accident of birth that individual happens to be a 


woman, is denied the rights of Democracy despite the 


WOMAN’S PARTY NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
URGES SENATE JUDICIARY 
TO “FREE WOMEN OF SHACKLES” 


¶ EDITOR’S NOTE: Plea of Mrs. Sarah Thompson Pell for a 
“Victory for Democracy’ made February 10 before the Senate 
Judiciary Sub-Committee at the hearing on the proposed Equal 


Mrs. Pell Asks Victory For Democracy 


fact that through her 
enfranchisement she has 
assumed the obligations. 
The individual woman is 
still regarded under the 
law as being, part 
chattel. She is to be pro- 
tected and pampered as a 
Bein by another human 

who, through the 
accident of birth, happens 
to be a man, or else to be 
denied her fundamental 
rights to equality of treatment on the ground that 
she is a pet and must be pampered and protected. 


There is, then, only a difference in degree, as regards 
woman, between her status in a society which proudly 
calls itself Democratic, and a Society in which all 
human liberties are denied, and women are relegated 
to the position of drudges and slaves. 


I am convinced that it must be clear to the mem- 
bers of this committee, who understand and appre- 
ciate Democracy, that all human liberties stand 
fall together; that where some human liberties are 
denied, all are in danger of being eclipsed; that where 
there is a failure to admit women as members in full 
standing of the Democratic Society, there is a i 
for the activity of forces which seek to destroy all 
the civil liberties. 


In order to free themselves of traditional shackles 
women have had to fight day in and day out for more 
than a century, against the ranks of reaction. Today, 
in this room, they reach the summit of their fight, 
the most crucial moment in their battle for freedom. 

The issue is crystal clear. Shall the women citizens 
of this nation be given, in constitutional form, the final 
and fullest-expression of the liberties they deserve? 

If the answer is “yes” by your vote for the Equal 
Rights Amendment, there will be a victory for Democ- 
racy which will immeasurably strengthen the forces 
of Democracy when they are most ruthlessly threat- 


If the answer is no,“ there will be a victory for 
reaction, and the forces, which throughout the world, 
are seeking to bit and blind and enslave mankind, 
will have cause for satisfaction and much joy. 

I appeal to you to favorably report the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 


Women On Every News Front 


FAIR COMPETITION 


Representative Edith Nourse Rogers, of Massachu- 
setts, who favors minimum wage and maximum hour 


laws applying to women and which do not apply to 


their male competitors, in speaking on the proposed 
Wage Hour Bill in Congress recently, she said: “Our 
workers should be treated the same in all sections of 
the country. I favor the bill which will give our 


workers an even chance with the workers of other sec- 
tions of the country.” | 


By the same token one might expect Mrs. 3 
likewise to say: Men and women workers should be 


treated the same,“ for in the same speech she speaks 


of competing on fair terms. 


‘United States Department of Labor, as a s 
Others included: Miss Mary Van Kleeck and Miss 


WOMAN’S CHARTER RAISES ITS HEAD 


Forty delegates from women’s labor groups met re- 
cently at the Russell Sage Foundation for a conference 
on the proposed women’s charter, with Miss Mary 

Fe nll director of the Women’s Bureau of the 
er. 


Dorothy Kenyon. 

At the first meeting of the national executive com- 
mittee of the Women’s Charter Group two resolutions 
were approved for submission to the afternoon meet- 
ing. One concerned the Wage and Hour Bill, it was 
learned, and the other e the proposed — 
Rights ‘Amendment. 


— — 
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League Of Nations 
Communicated to 0.52.1988. V. have power to consult women's international 
the Council 


Geneva, January 26th, 1938. 


STATUS OF WOMEN: APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE 
OF EXPERTS. 
Report by the President of the Council. 
1. On September 30th, 1937, the Assembly adopted 
a resolution regarding the status of women which pro- 
vides for the preparation and publication of 
“a comprehensive study giving full information 
on the legal status enjoyed by women in the vari- 
ous countries of the world as the result of the pro- 
visions of national law and the application of 
these provisions.” 


2. The Assembly’s resolution contemplates that the 
study in question shall be made by the competent scien- 
tite ene At the same time it provides for the 
intment by the Council of a committee of experts 
which (subject to the general limits fixed for the 
enquiry by the resolution) will give the necessary 
instructions to the institutes and assure the co-ordina- 
tion of their work. The passages relating to this com- 
mittee are as follows: 
9) Considering that a small committee of 
experts, ae members of both sexes, should 


be set up for the purpose of determining the 
exact scope of the contemplated comprehensive 
study and of distributing the work among the 


various scientific institutes, and that this com- 
mittee should, so far as necessary, maintain con- 
tact with the institutes during the progress of the 
study and examine and settle the final form and 
content of the resulting documents, with a view 
to the preparation of a synthetic survey which 
should accompany the documents when they are 
published by the gue; 

(10) Considering that this committee should 


organizations and invite their co-operation in 

form which it thinks advisable; rand 
“(11) Asks the Council to appoint a committee 

of experts of both sexes for the purposes above 

mentioned and expresses the hope that the com- 

mittee will receive the co-operation necessary for 

the successful execution of the present resolution.“ 


8. After careful consideration of the task which the 
Committee has to perform, and after taking account 
of suggestions received from the women’s international 
organizations, I venture to propose that the Council 
shall appoint the following persons to constitute the 
committee of experts: 


Mme. PAvuL Basti (France), Professor in the 
Faculty of Law of the University of Lyons. 

M. DE RUELLE (Belgium), Legal Adviser of the 
Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Member 
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration. 

MME. ANKA GODJEVAC (Yugoslavia), Doctor of 
Law, Technical Adviser of the Yugoslav Dele- 
gation at the Codification Conference (1930). 

Mr. H. C. GUTTERIDGE, K. C. (United Kingdom), 
Professor of Comparative Law at Univer- 
sity of Cambridge. | 

MLLE. KERSTIN HESSELGREN (Sweden), Member 
of the Second Chamber of the Riksdag, Rap- 
porteur on the Status of Women to the First 
Committee of the Assembly (1938). 

M. PAUL SEBESTYEN (Hungary), Counsellor of 
Division, Head of the Treaties Division of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Miss DOROTHY KENYON (United States of Amer- 
ica), Doctor of Law, Member of the New 
York Bar, and Legal Adviser to a number of 

national organizations. 


Amending Amendments 


By Judge Richard S. Harvey, Prominent in the Peace Movement 


HEN the Constitutional Convention was draw- 

ing to its close, Alexander Hamilton on Septem- 

ber 10, 1787, expressed his belief “an easy mode should 

be provided for supplying defects which will probably 
appear in the new system.” 

No one will accuse that eminent statesmen of perpe- 
trating a grim joke while upon the floor of the Con- 
vention. The august presence of Washington as pre- 
siding officer would have made such an exhibition of 
mirth ill-timed, and the disapproval of Madison and 
Franklin would have been seen in frowns. No doubt 
“easy” here has the meaning of “orderly.” 

That amending the Constitution is an “easy mode” 
is a contradiction in terms, as those who have such a 
cause at heart can testify from recent experience. 

However, this pathway was not always beset with 
difficulties. Failure to provide safeguards for the pro- 
tection of the individual citizen was a grave error in 
the original draft of the Constitution; and the Ten 
Amendments composing the Bill of Rights were 


adopted by common consent when proposed by the 


First Congress September 25, 1789. So speedy was 
the approval, that those amendments were ratified and 


declared in force December 15, 1791. 


Rapid as was that mode of curing defects in the 
closing decade of the eighteenth century, supplanting 
the stage coach by steam transportation gave quicker 
results when the popular will again found expression, 
and the enfranchisement of women was the issue at 
stake. The Nineteenth Amendment was proposed by 
Congress June 5, 1919. It was declared ratified 
August 26, 1920. 

ay it not be argued that granting the franchise 
to women was in substance an enlargement of the Bill 
of Rights, and the Nineteenth Amendment is a twen- 
tieth century amendment to those amendments? 
Surely, such ready approval in the second instance 
points that way. 

The same liberal republican spirit which pervades 
the Constitution as originally framed, and as modern- 
ized to fit the need of curing defects in that historic 
document is equally in evidence today. The American 
people are not half-givers. Why then should other 
rights than “to vote“ be denied or abridged “on — 
account of sex“? 

Another amendment to the Bill of Rights is now 
in order. 

“Let the good work go on.” 


‘ 
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BQUAL RIGHTS 


The following letter from the Bind Women’s 
Union, Local No. 30, of the International Brotherhood 
of Bookbinders, sent to members of the Senate Judi- 
ciary is self-explanatory : 

“At a regular meeting of the Bindery Women’s 
Union No. 30, International Brotherhood of Book- 
binders, held Tuesday evening, February 8, 1938, a 
resolution was passed unanimously to support the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 

“Our union is part of the Graphic Arts industry 
which, is now one of the largest in this state. 

“For over thirty years this union has had a basic 
eight-hour day, and due to the seasonal requirements of 
the trade, there has never been a guarantee of steady 
weekly employment. We work when there is work, 
and when a rush comes we work a few hours over- 
time, at time and one-half and double time, which 
makes up in for time lost during the week. Then 
last. July, Illinois enacted a rigid eight-hour law for 


women, and as a result our members are laid off and 


young boys are given the jobs. This work involved 
only a few hours overtime per week. 

“The boys, of course, received much less pay an 
it appears to me, the employers will soon be satisfi 
to replace women with boys. Then the only right a 
woman will have is to starve or take a chance at being 
a ‘bar-fly.’ These ‘bar-flies’ are the women who sit in 
saloons and night clubs until early hours of the morn- 
ing. There are 9,000 saloons in Chicago—I imagine 
twice that number in New York. Multiply that by 
two, a very conservative number, and you have eight- 
een or thi thousand women who have none of 
this so-called health protection. Isn’t it more decent 
for — work in well- regulated factories at 


night 

“If these reformers who are so interested in the 
health (2) of women had put the same effort into 
organizing women into trade unions in this country, 
women would have more power in regulating condi- 
tions under which they worked. ‘ 

“No poy awry wants women exploited, or men 
3 t is sauce for the goose is sauce for 

6 er. 

“If women must be protected from the big bad 
wolves, let us also protect our brothers—THERE IS 
NOTHING WRONG WITH AN EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT. 


— ‘ 


“BINDERY WOMEN’S LocaL No. 30, 
“INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF BOOKBINDERS. 


(Signed) “Mary MCENERNEY, Secretary.” - 


“See Don’t It Drap Off” 


Not often, but occasionally, one finds a business 
woman who is unaware that women are discriminated 
against by law. : 

The story told of the Southern negro in the World 
War is apropos. The negro, equipped with his trusty 
razor, rather than a gun, was supposed to have en- 
countered at the front a German officer. Slashing 
right and left in the direction of the enemy, the officer 


is quoted as gleefully taunting his adversary with 


“you never touched me—you never touched me,” 
whereupon the skillful wielder of the razor said, “Boss, 
2 try to nod your head and see don’t it drap 


The same might be said to women. “Just try to nod 
your head and see it don’t drap off.” 


Illinois Labor Women For Amendment 


March 1, 1938 


United States Women Gain 


Approximately 10,000 women are added to the voting 
strength of the United States through the Virgin 
Islands being brought under the women’s suffrage 
banner, Governor Lawrence Cramer reported to Sec- 
retary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes. 

The Virgin Islands are the last major territory of 
the United States to gain women’s suffrage and the 
achievement comes on the twentieth anniversary of 
passage by the Congress of the women’s suffrage 
amendment. In effect, it puts women of the United 
States and all of its chief = on an equal vot- 

basis with male voters. 
nder provisions of the Organic Act for the Virgin 
Islands passed last year by the United States Con- 
gress and which now becomes effective, all residents 
of the Virgin Islands who are citizens of the United 
male or female, twenty-one years of age or 
over, able to read and write the English language, can 
vote in the general elections of the Islands. 

Over 90 per cent of the population is literate, the 
Department of the Interior reported, and therefore will 
be given voting privileges. Until passage of the Organic 
Act a strict property qualification, stipulating that 
voters must own property valued at several hundred 
dollars, an unheard of sum to the majority of Island- 
3 all but 20 percent away from the polls. 

use Alaska and Hawaii both were territories 

prior to enactment of the women's suffrage amend- 
ment, the women in both places gained voting priv- 
ile at the same time as their mainland sisters. 
omen in Puerto Rico gained voting privileges in 


1929 when the legislature passed an act extending suf- 


— to everyone over twenty-one years of age who 
could read and write. The act did not stipulate with 
which language Puerto Rican voters must be familiar, 
allowing for Baad gong portion of Spanish-speaking citi- 
zens in the I . In the Virgin Islands, where English 
is the common tongue, the Organic Act stipulated defi- 
nitely that voters must be able to read and write the 
English language. | 

It took women of the United States 72 years to win 
the franchise, beginning the fight in 1848, securing a 
constitutional amendment in 1919, and ratification by 
the States in 1920. That they have exercised their 
voting right is evidenced by the fact that approxi- 
mately fifty percent of the total vote cast in last 
general election, was cast by women. 

Women in seven of the twenty-one American 1 
lies and in Canada enjoy voting privileges, while 
in Mexico do not have the right. 

None of the residents in the islands and territories 
of the United States are allowed to vote in the national 
elections, and women's suffrage privileges in those 
places therefore give the voting right only for local 
elections. 

According to Governor Lawrence W. Cramer, women 
in the Virgin Islands have shown keen interest in polit- 
ical organization in anticipation of the application of 
universal suffrage in the first local elections of 1938.— 
United States Department of Interior, January 1, 1938. 


Looking Slantwise 
“Johnny Federal,” in the Washington, D. C. Times, 


says: “A male Chinese born in this country has the 


same rights as all other ‘male citizens’... Commenting 
in the same paper, J. Earle Moser, columnist, says: 
“Apparently the members of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee voting against the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment did not believe that our American women should 
have even a Chinaman's chance.“ 
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Susan B. Anthony Celebrations 


HROUGHOUT the United States February 15, 

the birthday anniversary of Susan B. Anthony 
was celebrated by those who desired to express their 
gratitude to the noted equal rights pioneer for her 
lifetime of service to women. 

The Michigan Branch, National Woman's Party, 
gave a Susan B. Anthony dinner where eighty guests, 
representing many Michigan women's organizations, 
assembled at the Detroit Federation of Women’s Clubs 
to do honor to Miss Anthony. The toast mistress, Mrs. 
Lucia Grimes, was introduced to the gathering by Mrs. 
Senia . e chairman of the Detroit General 
Council. 

The first speakers were Mrs. Emma A. Fox and 
Dr. Mary Thompson Stevens, whose 3 0 
the life of Susan B. Anthony and other equal righ 


f 
ts 
leaders of the early days, were both interesting and 


illuminating. Mrs. Fox, who, in addition to — a 
parlia- 


devoted member of the Woman’s Party, is 
mentarian of the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, and was a personal friend of Miss Anthony. 
Mrs. Frances Aldinger, of Lansing, and Mrs. 
Grimes related their suffrage campaign experiences, 
including picketing in Washington. Mrs. Aldi 
wore her “picket pin,” and displayed what she cal 
one of her most treasured. ons, the purple, 
white and gold sash worn by the late Margaret 
Whittemore when she was taken to jail in the nation’s 


of Royal an ardent worker 
e Republican Party, told of the suf- 
frage fight in Michigan, and Mrs. Lula Bachman, 


Detroit attorney, who motored through Germany last | 


summer, pictured the deplorable plight of German 
women y. She warned the assembled women that 
a similar condition may exist in this country if the 
Equal Rights Amendment is not soon made a part of 
the Constitution. 

Olive Hurlbert, Michigan State Chairman, National 
Woman’s Party, explained the purpose of the Amelia 
Earhart Fund and appealed for contributions and 

ledges. More than was collected to further the 
ual Rights work which Miss Earhart was so 
keenly interested. 

A telegram from Anita Pollitzer, vice-chairman, 
Woman’s Party, explaining the status of the amend- 
ment in the Senate Judiciary Committee was read. 

Mrs. Bess Garner, of the State Labor and Indust 
Commission, urged every woman to become allied wi 
a political party and to become active in it, as a 
means toward securing passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. She also urged the contacting of women 
in Labor Unions and giving them the facts regarding 
the really disastrous effects of protective legislation 
for women only, when this legislation does not apply 
also to men in the same competition. 

Another brilliant celebration of the birthday of the 
great leader in the cause of women was a dinner at 
Hotel Belvedere, in Baltimore, arranged by the Mary- 
land Branch of the Woman’s Party. 

Lena Madesin Phillips, president of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Women’s Clubs, was the ee, 
speaker and said: “Women have loyalty to clubs, but 
have not always a singleness of purpose. Many of 
their projects are like a cross word puzzle. . . This 
is a great age of propaganda, but when we do get 
organized within ourselves and without, in the words 
of Susan B. Anthony, ‘failure is impossible’. Miss 
Anthony stands as the great liberator, a shining 


y. 

Earlene White, president of the National Federation 
of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, now in 
the campaign for the Equal Rights Amendment, urged 
women not to grow weary in working for their rights. 
She reminded them that Miss Anthony appeared before 
every session of Congress for thirty-nine years, fight- 
ing for suffrage. 

Governor Nice, of Maryland, pointed out that women 
are an integral part of the State and should therefore 
be given equal rights with men. He referred to the 
campaign of Maryland women for — service and 
predieted that the next legislature give women 
what they deserve. 

Representatives from every woman's organization 
— city and State were present on this gala occa- 

on. 
Governor Nice had previously officially proclaimed 
February 15 Susan B. Anthony Day and stores in the 
city displayed portraits of Miss Anthony. 

Helen Elizabeth Brown, president, presiding, intro- 
duced as honored guests Governor and Mrs. Harry 
W. Nice, Mayor Howard W. Jackson, Senator and Mrs. 
George L. Radcliffe and Representative Ambrose J. 
Kennedy. 

In Da Ohio, E. Hildegarde 8 n and 
Matilda C. Weber entertained at a S B. Anthony 
tea at their home, Villa Ro, the including 
Woman’s Party members and representatives from 
other organizations. | 

At a Susan B. Anthony dinner in Philadelphia, at 
which Mrs. Ellis A. Schnabel, chairman of the Phil- 
adelphia Branch, Woman’s Party, presided. Nearly 
two hundred were in attendance, the speakers being 
Mrs. Sarah Thompson Pell, national chairman, 
Woman’s Party; Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Demo- 
cratic National Committeewoman for Pennsylvania, 
and Betty Gram Swing, a member of the Woman’s 
Party National Council. 

Mrs. Helen Lovejoy, of Des Moines, chairman o 


the Iowa Branch, National Woman's Party, reports a 


Susan B. Anthony dinner which focused attention on 
the contribution of Miss Anthony and on the work 
which is now being done to carry out those principles 
for which Miss Anthony and her colleagues stood. A 
sketch was presented giving dramatic scenes from Miss 
Anthony’s life, followed by a talk on the equal rights 
movement today, by Mrs. Lovejoy. Carrie M. Bell, one 
of the officers of the Des Moines branch, spoke on the 
imperishable contribution of Miss Anthony. 


Oklahoma Takes Plunge For Equality 


According to the United Press, February 9, Okla- 
homa Industrial Welfare Commission today made final 
preparation for instituting wage and hour codes for 
men, women and children in eight Oklahoma industries 
on May Ist. 

Oklahoma is the first state in the Union to draft 
wage and hour regulations affecting men as well as 
women and minors. The law was passed by the last 
legislature. 

The eight codes already signed will affect approxi- 
mately 300,000 workers. Industries affected by those 
approved include: Laundry, Dry Cleaning, Garage and 
Filling Stations, Cafe and Restaurants, Retail Mercan- 
1 — and Wholesale Mercantile, Office Buildings and 
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Gail Laughlin Suggested For 3 


President Of Maine Senate 


Gail Laughlin, a vice-president of the National 
Woman's Party, is the subject of the following edi- 
torial from the Kennebec (Maine) Journal: 

“Maine people have the intriguing pros of hav- 
ing a woman President of the Senate at the next ses- 


sion of the Legislature in the person of Miss Gail 


Laughlin, of Portland. She has announced that if suc- 


ul in the election she will be a candidate for pres- 
ident of the Senate and her chances for both are gen- 
erally considered excellent. 


“Miss Laughlin is a lawyer who was initiated into 


politics as an advocate of woman’s suffrage back in 
the days when such was a tough assignment. That 
cause won, she continued on her own and has become 


a seasoned legislator with service in both branches 


and as a legislative leader. She has long been accepted 


on her own merits, regardless of sex, and sex will 


have little influence in her candidacy for president of 
the Senate. She plays the game of politics like a man 
and will win or lose like a man, on her record and 
ualifications. If she wins it will be because she 
eserves to, rather than as a compliment to her sex. 


She has gone the whole route like a man- -House to 
Senate—committee to committee of 1 import- 


‘ until becoming president of the is as log- 

- dab for her as for any man. Her quali 
oned exactly as those of her male rivals and 
—— — the test as well. And Governor next? Well, 

why n 

“Miss Laughlin has blazed a trail that probably will 
have to be followed by all women in politics if they 
are equally successful. She has played the game as 
she found it, without fear or favor, and has advanced 
on her own qualifications like a man. Thus 
she never could be ignored because a woman and has 
not asked for any favors as a woman. Long since 
she was accepted as a “regular guy” and as such her 
election to the presidency of the Senate would be 


taken as more a matter of political course than any- 


thing else. 

“The course followed by Miss Laughlin may not be 
attractive to other women of political ambitions who 
will demand something easier, but she is proving it’s 


the one that must be followed by the majority of 


them.”—Kennebec (Maine) Journal. 


tions will 
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A Study In Percentages 


Women buy 51 to 65 per cent of all passenger cars. 
Women buy 51 per cent of the gasoline. | 
They have a hand in selecting 34 per cent of men’s 


apparel. 

They buy 80 per cent of dry goods store purchases. 

They buy 78 per cent of drug store purchases. 

They hold 74 per cent of suburban homes. 

They do 87.3 per cent of food purchasing. 

Eighty to ninety per cent of all spending money in 

is country is controlled by women. 

Women hold 75 per cent of the total national wealth. 
They hold 80 per cent of life insurance benefits; 65 
per cent of the savings accounts; 48 per cent of the 
stock in railroad corporations. 5 | 

Women hold 40 per cent of stock of public utilities. 

Women hold 40 per cent of real estate titles. 

Women hold 25 per cent of all jobs. 

We receive 70 per cent of the estates left by men, 
and we receive 64 per cent of estates left by women. 
(Read at the recent meeting of the Executive Board 
of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs in Wash- 
ington, D. C.) 


4 
Minimum Wage For Women 
According to an announcement made by the New 


York State Department of Labor, an annual wage of 


March 1, 1938 


$1,250.73 is the “minimum” on which a woman an 


live comfortably. ‘at 


A working woman who lives at home, the Depart- 
ment has decided, requires $1,078.85 annually. Frieda 
Miller, of the Department, released the figures. The 
announcement, however, fails to state what happens 
to working women in cases where employers are 
unable to pay this wage, and what happens to employ- 
ers under the same circumstances. 


No Discrimination Against Women 


In Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney’s Federal Corpo- 
ration Licensing Bill there appears as the second of the 
major principles of the measure the following: 

“Second, the requirements that Federal corporations 
shall not employ child labor, shall not discriminate 
against women, and shall recognize the rights of labor 
to bargain collectively.” T 


We urge National Woman’s Party Members to Patronize our 
Advertizers. They are our friends and we recommend them. 


WILMINGTON, DEL. 


HOTEL DUPONT 


Phone 8121 llth & Market Sts. 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


THE STERLING 


May A. Johnson, Prop. 
Ave., Near 


“HOTEL ROOSEVELT 
. Madison Ave. and 45th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


Jackson villes Finest” 
Charles B. Greiner, Mgr. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


STRATH HAVEN INN’ 
SWARTHMORE, PA. 

One Mile South of Route No. 1 

F. M. Scheibley Management 


“The Skyscraper by the Sed” 


HOTEL 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


Alva Belmont House 
NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Rooms available to members and friends 


Capitol Hill Washington, D. C. 


SUNRISE INN 


Apartments & Cottages—A Home for the 
Winter 


James H. Reardon, Mgr. Port Sewall, Fla. 


Write for Special Rate 
Hotel Page, Equal Rights 
144 B St., N. E. Washington, D. C. 
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